IL Program ARRA Update
3rd Quarter –ending 4/10/10

· Five of the nine IL service providers applied for and received ARRA contracts to target under-served populations. Currently, we are exceeding our performance target of 10% with service delivery at 12%, including 4% from the Native American population. 

· Several devices have been purchased for the AT device demonstration and trial program conducted in collaboration with the WA Assistive technology Program. These include: Intel Reader; variety of DAISY book players; closed circuit TV’s; a Mac lap top; The Guide screen reading and magnification program; KNFB Reader, notetakers and others. We will be working with our providers who have facilities to enhance their demo and trial equipment.

· Initial data gathering is complete for the development of online resources of interest to older individuals with vision loss, their families and service providers. We anticipate this being online during the summer.

· Development of curriculum to train service providers has progressed more slowly than initially anticipated. The curriculum is complete and many of the materials are purchased or developed. The course is based on the e-learning materials developed by American Foundation for the Blind with many supplemental materials and activities including online courses from the NY Lighthouse. Recruitment will begin in april. Individuals must meet all criteria for contracting as a service provider in order to participate. The course will begin in July.

· Program evaluation is progressing ahead of schedule. A new Intake and assessment process will be field tested during summer. The products are currently under clinical review and will be reviewed by key IL providers in late spring.
