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Increased services to under served populations: 

Three of our nine subcontractors have signed outreach subcontracts. They have developed outreach plans and have begun targeted service delivery to under served populations. Two additional contractors have completed the paperwork required to receive a contract. Some of our subcontractors have declined this opportunity. All of our subcontractors, including those not participating in the ARRA funding, have made a special effort to reach out to under served populations and we anticipate reaching our service goals.

Online resources for information and referral: 

A wide variety of existing resources have been identified for inclusion. A design template has been proposed and is under review. Once a template is in place, resources can be added or modified as needed. The target is for implementation spring quarter.
Professional development distance learning curriculum: 

The curriculum outline and syllabus has been completed and will be reviewed by selected IL providers. Course materials are about 80% completed including selection of the core curriculum from American Foundation for the Blind. Faculty are being selected and assigned. Next steps will be recruitment of qualified participants and purchase of course materials.

Program Evaluation: 

A thorough literature review is being conducted of existing client assessment and program evaluation modules related to blindness and geriatrics to determine which existing systems are most relevant to the target population. Work has also begun on developing evaluation outcomes and methodologies for obtaining reliable data results. We expect to pilot some tools in spring quarter.
Other ARRA Activities:
The other activities identified for ARRA funding are on hold until we have the results of the impending proposed state budget which identifies approximately 20% cut for the Older blind program. We recognize that one short term solution is to redirect ARRA funding for one year. We expect to know the outcome of the budget for IL after winter quarter and will resume other activities accordingly.

